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the MMISSION of Three Rivers Park District
is to promote environmental stewardship through recreation and
education in a natural resources-based park system.

Three Rivers Park District was established in 1957 after legislation was enacted in 1955 allowing for the
activation of park districts whose primary duties are “acquisition, development and maintenance of large
parks, wildlife sanctuaries, forest and other reservations, and means for public access to historic sites and
to lakes, rivers and streams and to other natural phenomena” (Minnesota State Statutes, Chapter 398.07).

There are more than 10 million annual visits to more than 26,500 acres of park reserves, regional parks and
special-use areas in Hennepin and five adjoining counties and 120 miles of regional trails. Current outdoor-
recreation activities in regional parks and trails include camping, hiking, cross-country and downhill skiing,
tubing, bicycling, in-line skating, horseback riding, nature interpretation, golfing, fishing and swimming.
Three Rivers Park District also operates a natural resources management program, which administers the
restoration and perpetuation of both native wildlife and plants in order to provide park and trail visitors
opportunities for high-quality recreational experiences.
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Executive Summary

I he Baker/Carver Regional Trail will fill a gap in the regional park and trail system with a safe, accessible

and enjoyable recreation and alternative transportation option. Currently, southwestern suburban

Hennepin County residents do not have access to a convenient and attractive off-road regional trail that

supports a north/south connection. The Baker/Carver Regional Trail will expand recreational access to

park and trail facilities, residential neighborhoods, commercial nodes and downtown Maple Plain - which in

turn supports bicycle and pedestrian mobility and economic development.

When completed, the trail will measure approximately seventeen miles from the Lake Independence

Regional Trail in Baker Park Reserve to the Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail in Carver Park Reserve. The

regional trail will connect the Hennepin County communities
of Medina, Maple Plain, Independence and Minnetrista and
the Carver County communities of Laketown Township and
Victoria. Users will have the ability to effectively traverse the

entire north/south length of western Hennepin County.

The proposed regional trail will directly connect recreational
destinations such as Baker and Carver Park Reserves, Gale
Woods Farm, and Kingswood Park in addition to Lake Minnetonka
LRT, Dakota Rail and Lake Independence Regional Trails - and
the Luce Line State Trail, and will indirectly connect to Lake
Minnetonka Regional Park. Some segments of the proposed
trail already exist, or are planned for construction funding in
the future.

Originally a city of Minnetrista initiative, Three Rivers Park

District assumed responsibility of the Baker/Carver Regional

Trail planning in 2012. The proposed regional trail search corridor

was expanded beyond the initial Minnetrista planning to include

connection to Baker Park Reserve through the communities of
Independence, Maple Plain and Medina.

Independence

Minnetrista

.....

Carver Park Reserve

Baker/Carver Regional Trail Alignment

Source: Three Rivers Park District

Baker/Carver Regional Trail Master Plan, November 2014




The Baker/Carver Regional Trail Master Plan is intended to reflect and expand upon the work done by
Minnetrista and further incorporate the larger regional context and destinations.

Active use of the Baker/Carver Regional Trail is expected to provide walking/hiking, bicycling, running/
jogging, in-line skating, and dog walking opportunities during the non-winter months. The Park District’s
seasonal-use data of existing regional trails indicates that significant use of the trail will occur in the
spring, summer and fall seasons. Winter use of the Baker/Carver Regional Trail is dependent on weather
conditions and independent winter use agreements with local communities to maintain and operate the
trail during the winter season (defined as November 15 to March 31). When fully constructed, the Baker/
Carver Regional Trail is projected to generate 183,000 annual visits.

In summary, the Baker/Carver Regional Trail is estimated to require at minimum; 1) acquisition costs:
$435,700, 2) construction costs: $10,300,000, 3) one-time costs (maintenance equipment or similar):
$100,000 and 4) annual costs: $5,000 for natural resource management and $60,000 for maintenance.
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