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Resolutions of Support

Appendix AAppendix AAppendix AAppendix AAppendix AAppendix AAppendix AAppendix AAppendix AAppendix AAppendix A
Crow-Hassan Park Reserve

Image Credit:  Three Rivers Park District
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Estimated Visitation Methodology

Appendix BAppendix BAppendix BAppendix BAppendix BAppendix BAppendix BAppendix BAppendix BAppendix BAppendix B
Crow River scene adjacent to Crow-Hassan Park Reserve

Image Credit:  Three Rivers Park District
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Research & Evaluation Section

Visitation Estimate Methodology

April 12, 2016

Projected Annual Visits to the Crow River Regional Trail = 290,000

The Park District’s Research and Evaluation Section  provides visitation estimates for 
new regional trails. These estimates are based on estimating methodology, which treats  
each regional trail as a unique entity with its own set of specific characteristics. The 
projected annual visits are based on a fully-built. contiguous 32-mile CRRT corridor. 

For estimating purposes, the Lake Independence, Dakota Rail and Lake Minnetonka Regional Trails were 
used as baselines - due to their proximity, distance, area served and natural resource qualities.

• According to the Met Council, the Lake Independence Regional Trail attracted 57,400 visits during 
2013. The proposed CRRT should generate at least this many visits due to the following similarities:

• Both trails connect to the Luce Line State Trail.  

• Both trails connect to Baker Park Reserve, which contains a 200 site campground and many 
miles of paved multi-use trails.

• Both trails travel through rural areas of western Hennepin County. 

• The CRRT should attract an additional 40,000 visits at minimum due to the following unique 
features:

• The CRRT will provide connection to a wide variety or recreation opportunities by offering 
direct access to Carver Park Reserve, Lake Minnetonka Regional Park, Gale Woods Farm, 
and Kingswood Park.

• Portions of proposed regional trail will not be immediately adjacent to roadways and be within 
a larger green corridor making it more aesthetically pleasing than the Lake Independence 
Regional Trail.

• An additional 85,909 visits are projected for the proposed regional trail due to its connection with 
the Dakota Rail Regional Trail and Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail:

• The Dakota Rail Regional Trail attracted 464,800 visits during 2013 and based on a 2009 
visitor study conducted by Three Rivers Park District, 62 percent of Dakota Rail Regional 
Trail visits passed through the area where the proposed regional trail intersects the Dakota 
Rail Regional Trail.  This calculates to 288,176 visits (0.62 x 464,800).  If the proposed 
regional trail is accessed by a conservative estimate of 20 percent of these visits, 57,635 
visits will be added.   

• The Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail attracted 415,800 visits during 2013 and based on 
a 2009 visitor study conducted by Three Rivers Park District, 34 percent of Lake Minnetonka 
LRT Regional Trail visits passed through the area where the proposed regional trail intersects 
the Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail.  This calculates to 141,372 visits (0.34 x 415,800). 
If the proposed regional trail is again accessed by a conservative estimate of 20 percent of 
these visits, 28,274 visits will be added.   
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Maps

Appendix CAppendix CAppendix CAppendix CAppendix CAppendix CAppendix CAppendix CAppendix CAppendix CAppendix C
Crow River canoers.

Image Credit:  Dove Tail Inc Org
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Map 1: Crow River Regional Trail Hennepin County Context
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 2: CRRT Jurisdictional Authority
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 3: Park District Jurisdiction
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 4: Carver County Jurisdiction
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 5: Wright County Jurisdiction
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 6: 2040 Regional Parks System Plan
S ou rc e:  Metropolitan Cou nc il

Crow River 
Regional Trail

Map 7: 

Greater Minnesota 
Regional Parks & Trails 
Commission Districts
S ou rc e:  G reater Minnesota Regional 
Park s &  Trails Com m ission

Crow River 
Regional Trail



Three Rivers Park District

 

92

This page left intentionally blank



Crow River Regional Trail Master Plan, April 20, 2017 93

A
P

P
E

N
D

IX
  C

M
ap

s

Map 8: Crow River Regional Trail Service Area
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 9: Segment B Route Analysis
Source: Three Rivers Park District and HKgi Consultants
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Map 10: Greenfield Future Regional Trail Search Area
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 11: Segment C Route Analysis
Source: Three Rivers Park District and HKgi Consultants
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Map 12: Segment D and E Route Analysis
Source: Three Rivers Park District and HKgi Consultants
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Map 13: Crow River Regional Trail - Corridor Segmentation
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 14: Segment A - Corridor Overview
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 15: Segment A - Corridor Details
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 16: Segment B - Corridor Overview
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 17: Segment B - Corridor Details
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 18: Segment C - Corridor Overview
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 19: Segment C - Corridor Details
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 20: Segment D - Corridor Overview
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 21: Segment D - Corridor Details
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 22: Segment E - Corridor Overview
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 23: Segment E - Corridor Details
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Map 24: Comprehensive Wayfinding Plan
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Appendix DAppendix DAppendix DAppendix DAppendix DAppendix DAppendix DAppendix DAppendix DAppendix DAppendix D

Minnesota Land Cover Classification System
(MLCCS) Map
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MLCCS Map
Source: MnDNR and HKgi Consultants
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Property Acquisition Map
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Acquisition Map
Source: Three Rivers Park District
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Appendix FAppendix FAppendix FAppendix FAppendix FAppendix FAppendix FAppendix FAppendix FAppendix FAppendix F

Cost Estimate
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Appendix GAppendix GAppendix GAppendix GAppendix GAppendix GAppendix GAppendix GAppendix GAppendix GAppendix G

Public and Agency Comments
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Crow River Regional Trail Master Plan 
Public Feedback – Email Responders 
CrowRT@threeriversparks.org 
 
All names have been omitted for privacy reasons.  
All spelling and/or grammatical errors have not been corrected. 
 

1. October 29, 2015 
Crow River trail survey....has a glitch. Section #2 that I know of 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. November 24, 2016 
Can you please send me 2 public comment surveys for the proposed regional bike trail? We are 
very interesting in participating. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. November 30, 2015 
Any chance I could still complete the survey. I would like to be involved in the planning process 
if possible.  As a local resident with 4 children and also a local realtor I have some opinions on 
ways to connect the community and schools a little more to make the trails more usable and 
desireable. Thanks, 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. December 11, 2015 
I am considering a home in Rogers near the proposed trail location, so I am hoping to get 
information pertaining to the trail location near my (potential) property.  I will be to the West of 
Hwy 101, just south of the Crow River.  Thanks, 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. June 16, 2016 
I have read a few articles in our local newspaper on the planning for the above trail.  I am 
wondering as it is not being defined clearly in any maps I have found so far, what side of Wright 
County Road 20 will the purposed trail be going down? The east side (river side) or the west 
side?  Also since I have lived along this part of the river for the last 20 years, this spring was the 
first time I heard about this proposed trail.  Why was something not sent to the landowners 
along the route for their input?  They live there and would be more aware of the need and the 
desire for this.  They are the ones that have to deal with the decisions made by people who 
most likely don’t have any “skin in the game”.  Many people on an anonymous survey will say 
they want a trail along a road when they have nothing to lose by it.  20 years ago Wright county 
redid county road 20 between Rockford and Hanover and large shoulders were put in to make it 
accessible to everyone at that time.  I don’t know why more work and money needs to be done 
to add another separate trail. Thanks for your response. 
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6. December 25, 2016 
Hello, I noticed a comment regarding more and/or better kayak access points in the CRRT Master 
Plan.  I completely agree with this comment and hope it is addressed as part of the plan.  Specifically, 
it would be great to add an access point somewhere on the south side of the Crow‐Hassan park and 
switch the location of the one on the north side.  The current access point near the off‐lease dog 
park is too far from the parking lot to be practical.  There is a spot on the west side of Territorial Rd 
just south of the sportsman's club that people use but scaling the river bank there is difficult and 
dangerous due to the rocks placed there for erosion protection.  Seems like it would be relatively 
east and cheap to add a narrow concrete ramp or steps down to the river at that spot. Thanks for 
your consideration and thank you for the wonderful park system. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. January 3, 2017 
Good afternoon, I saw in the paper that you are interested in input related to the Crow Trail 
Plan.  Bankwest currently owns a parcel of land that could be for sale on the Crow River just 
outside of Hanover.  The current bike trail comes down the hill and crosses the Crow River on 
the old Bridge. This parcel of around 7 acres could be purchased and developed with some 
picnic area, parking, and enhancing the bike path to make a switchback more feasible for people 
with disabilities due to the grade. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

8. January 4, 2017 
My name is [omitted for privacy], for over 20 years my husband and I have raised our children 
on the peaceful Crow River just outside of Rockford [Wright County]. As landowners, it has come 
to our attention that a park trail has been proposed and submitted seeking to connect several 
parks throughout the area. This proposed trail would be in the right of way along our property in 
the front of our house. As a community member, this plan seems intrusive, unnecessary, and a 
waste of valuable funds. Furthermore, the lack of correspondence with the affected landowners 
was greatly lacking.  
 

There was no warning for community members whose property would be affected by this plan 
in its early stages or during the initial discussion. I only found out about this plan because I 
subscribe to my local paper. The park planning committee did absolutely no due‐diligence in 
informing, gathering opinion, or discussing this proposed plan with those affected. There were a 
few surveys taken during local town festivals along the proposed trail but in no way are these an 
overarching consensus of the feeling from those affected. Most of those surveyed will not be 
affected by this trail and have no real skin in the game. 
 

The park planning committee on multiple occasions informed me that there was in fact public 
opinion taken for this park path. This public opinion gathering however was mediocre at best. 
I’ve read the comments taken and apart from the online submissions many of the “successful” 
surveys conducted were simply a poster with stickers asking those passing by at the local 
farmer’s market or festival to mark which path area is their favorite. This method of survey is 
inconclusive at best.  
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Over 20 years ago county road 20 was widened and during that process a large shoulder was 
created to make the road user friendly for walking, running and biking. My four children have 
grown up walking, running, and riding bikes down that shoulder. I have never questioned letting 
them do such. I was never worried about their safety as I knew that the shoulder was wide 
enough to provide significant safety for their well‐being. Even a community member 
acknowledged on one of the surveys, “Don’t waste money on trails when bikes will just ride on 
the road.” In a sense, this is indeed what will be happening. The right of way only extends 33 
feet from the center line of the road. The current proposed plan even while using that, means 
the path will still not be far off of the road, negating many of the given effects of safety. 
Currently my husband and I walk our dog regularly on Wright county 20 and so do our 
neighbors, I have not heard of one issue of safety or any injury to anyone using the shoulders as 
a trail.  So, I again ask the question, why are millions of dollars going to be spent on a 
bike/walking path that will need additional maintenance and care when there is already 
infrastructure in place? 
 

I am still greatly concerned about how this trail will be engineered, even with assurances from 
the Director of Parks and Recreation in Wright County.  There are many areas along Wright 
county 20, between Rockford and Hanover where the river comes right up to the road or there 
is a very high bank involved.  There is flooding that also occurs in these areas that is a concern 
and erosion of the river bank will be a problem.  I do not want to see the next generation 
saddled with a trail that has current flooding issues from the many springs along that area, that 
will require costly engineering to create and maintain.  From talking to other neighbors who live 
on the road there was a question on why the east side of the road was chosen?  The other touch 
points I was informed about between Rockford and Hanover include a canoeing rest stop and a 
fishing spot.  In my book most people accessing those “points” would not be walking in they 
would be coming in cars. 
 

More so, I know my children’s limits and never once did they express a desire to take the 9+ 
mile journey from Hanover to Lake Rebecca, it’s simply too far for children to enjoy a bike ride 
and still have energy to return home. This means the appeal of this full path is more for the 
serious bike rider, a population that is much smaller than the given audience and from what I 
have seen of those riders on another trail running from Lake Independence/Loretto to the Crow 
Hassan Park Reserve they still ride on the road instead of the trail.  Parents living in the two 
housing developments along County Road 20 that expressed interest in the path as it means 
their children can safely travel to Riverside Park in Rockford. Those housing developments are 
on the west side of County Road 20 so those children would have to cross the road to get to it.  
A better idea would be to put it on the west side of Wright County 20 and any crossing needing 
to be done could happen right in Rockford where the speed limit is lowered to 30mph. 
 

Personally, I have felt reprimanded by some when I was sorting out and asking my own 
township for information and questioned why such a park path is needed. Feelings of guilt and 
the idea that I am somehow not pushing for the best in my community have been thrust upon 
me. Several people have made the comment, “You don’t love parks?” as a counter to the 
argument that this plan is intrusive and unneeded. And I’d like to state that I do in fact love 
parks. My children grew up biking around the Lake Rebecca trail and enjoying the fine beaches 
and lakes Minnesota parks offer. At every turn no matter where our family vacations took us we 
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would seek out and explore national and state parks across the country. But there is a difference 
between enjoyment and intrusiveness. This plan creates a park trail that is close to trespassing 
on some of my neighbor’s property, is unnecessary, and a waste of everyone’s money. 
  
Thanks for the opportunity to share my and my neighbors side of this trail and I hope you come 
to a resolution to benefit everyone involved. 
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Rexine, Ann

From: Hintzman, Rachel (DNR) <rachel.l.hintzman@state.mn.us>
Sent: Tuesday, December 20, 2016 11:25 AM
To: Rexine, Ann
Subject: RE: Crow River Regional Trail Master Plan - Public Comment Draft Released

Ann, 
 
I read through the plan yesterday and don’t have any comments.  Thanks for the opportunity to review it. 
 
ZĂĐŚĞů ,ŝŶƚǌŵĂŶ 
Area Supervisor | Parks and Trails 

DŝŶŶĞƐŽƚĂ �ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ ŽĨ EĂƚƵƌĂů ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ 
1200 Warner Road 
St Paul, MN 55106 
Phone: 651‐259‐5875 
Fax: 651‐772‐7977 
Email: rachel.hintzman@state.mn.us 
mndnr.gov 

 

 
 
 
 
&ƌŽŵ͗ Rexine, Ann [mailto:Ann.Rexine@threeriversparks.org]  
^ĞŶƚ͗ Tuesday, December 20, 2016 10:16 AM 
dŽ͗ Reger, Martha J (DNR) <Martha.Reger@state.mn.us>; Hintzman, Rachel (DNR) <rachel.l.hintzman@state.mn.us>; 
Korsberg, Andrew (DNR) <andrew.korsberg@state.mn.us> 
�Đ͗ Wrede, Erik (DNR) <Erik.Wrede@state.mn.us> 
^ƵďũĞĐƚ͗ RE: Crow River Regional Trail Master Plan ‐ Public Comment Draft Released 
 
Hello,  
 
Erik Wrede has provided a list of MnDNR folks to send our Crow River Regional Trail Master Plan to for review. I’m just 
noticing now that you may not have received the link due to some file size restraints.  
 
If you’d like to comment on our master plan, please follow this link to view document: 
https://www.threeriversparks.org/news/news/crow‐river‐master‐plan.aspx 
 
Comments will be taken until January 6th.  
 
Thank you in advance, 
 
Ann Rexine, Principal Planner 
ann.rexine@threeriversparks.org
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From: Wrede, Erik (DNR) [mailto:Erik.Wrede@state.mn.us]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 6, 2016 3:39 PM 
To: Rexine, Ann <Ann.Rexine@threeriversparks.org> 
Subject: RE: Crow River Regional Trail Master Plan ‐ Public Comment Draft Released 
 
Ann, 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to comment.  I am forwarded the plan to the following folks, but it bounced back the copy I 
sent to you because it was too large of a file. 
 
Martha Reger, DNR Parks and Trails ‐ District Supervisor martha.reger@state.mn.us  
Rachel Hintzman, DNR Parks and Trails ‐ Area Supervisor rachel.hintzman@state.mn.us  
Andrew Korsberg, DNR Parks and Trails – State Trails Coordinator andrew.korsberg@state.mn.us  
 
They all deal more directly with terrestrial trails than I do, but I am happy to work with Three Rivers (with Rachel 
Hintzman) when it comes to identifying locations where the Crow River Trail might meet the Crow River State Water 
Trail – North and South Forks. 
 
FYI – the bicycling photo under the Generation X section on page 16 should be credited to Minnesota DNR, not 
MinnPost.  I was on that DNR photo shoot.  Thanks.   
 
Erik Wrede 
Water Trails Coordinator 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
mndnr.gov/watertrails 
651‐259‐5624 
Sign up: State Water Trails Newsletter 
 

 
 
 
 
Erik Wrede 
Water Trails Coordinator 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
mndnr.gov/watertrails 
651‐259‐5624 
Sign up: State Water Trails Newsletter 
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From: Rexine, Ann [mailto:Ann.Rexine@threeriversparks.org]  
Sent: Monday, November 21, 2016 8:27 AM 
To: 'Darcy Desens' <darcyd@cityofrockford.org>; 'britter@ci.greenfield.mn.us' <britter@ci.greenfield.mn.us>; 'Brian 
Hagen' <brianh@ci.hanover.mn.us>; Mike Bauer <mbauer@rogersmn.gov>; 'John Seifert' <jseifert@ci.rogers.mn.us>; 
'Marc Mattice' <Marc.Mattice@co.wright.mn.us>; Tina Goodroad (TGoodroad@cityofdaytonmn.com) 
<TGoodroad@cityofdaytonmn.com>; Bradley S. Harrington <Bradley.Harrington@co.wright.mn.us>; Brian Hagen 
<brianh@ci.hanover.mn.us>; D. DANIEL LICHT <DDL@PlanningCo.com>; 'Ross Demant' <RDemant@ci.otsego.mn.us>; 
Dan Madsen <danm@cityofrockford.org>; Phil Kern <pkern@delano.mn.us>; Martin Walsh <mwalsh@co.carver.mn.us>; 
mark@terra‐mark.com; sfineran@ci.watertown.mn.us; Brian Mastel <brian@masteleventmanagement.com>; Nickolas 
Olson <NOlson@ci.minnetrista.mn.us>; Robert H. Byers (Robert.Byers@hennepin.us) <Robert.Byers@hennepin.us>; 
Youngquist, Jan <jan.youngquist@metc.state.mn.us>; Wrede, Erik (DNR) <Erik.Wrede@state.mn.us>; Mitteco, Gina 
(DOT) <gina.mitteco@state.mn.us>; Barnes, Melissa (DOT) <Melissa.Barnes@state.mn.us>; Turner Bargen, Mackenzie M 
(DOT) <mackenzie.turnerbargen@state.mn.us> 
Cc: Sarah Evenson <sarah@hkgi.com>; Brad Scheib <Brad@hkgi.com> 
Subject: Crow River Regional Trail Master Plan ‐ Public Comment Draft Released 
 
Three Rivers Park District Board of Commissioners has released the Crow River Regional Trail Master Plan for public 
review. Written comments will be taken  from November 21, 2016 – January 6, 2017. All advisory committee members 
will receive a hard copy in the mail for reference at your office locations. Reference hard copies have also been released 
to the following; Great River Regional Libraries (Delano and Rockford), Hennepin County Library (Rogers), and the Park 
District Administrative Center (Plymouth). 
 
Web link for Online Viewing: 
https://www.threeriversparks.org/news/news/crow-river-master-plan.aspx

Formal comments can be submitted in writing to the following: 
 
Mail: 
Three Rivers Park District 
c/o Crow River Regional Trail 
3000 Xenium Lane North 
Plymouth, MN  55441 
 
Email: 
Crow.RT@threeriversparks.org or to me directly at ann.rexine@threeriversparks.org 
 
Thank you to all involved ‐ this 32 mile, multi‐jurisdictional master plan could not have been envisioned without your 
assistance. 
 
Ann Rexine, Principal Planner 
Three Rivers Park District 
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Minnesota Department of Transportation
Metropolitan District
Waters Edge Building
1500 County Road B2 West
Roseville, MN 55113

December 14, 2016

Ann Rexine, Principal Planner
Three Rivers Park District
3000 Xenium Lane
Plymouth, MN 55441

SUBJECT: Crow River Regional Trail Master Plan
MnDOT Review # STUDY16-006
Hennepin County

Dear Ms. Rexine:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Crow River Regional Trail Master Plan. The 
Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) has provided comments at earlier 
stages in the process, and has a few more based on this update. Please note that MnDOT's 
review of this study does not constitute specific approval for access or new roadway 
improvements. As the plan is implemented and generates specific projects, MnDOT 
would like the opportunity to meet with our partners and review the updated information.

Design:
Please coordinate with MnDOT when developing more detailed proposals for crossing 
any of the state highways along this 32 mile route. 

Direct any questions regarding these comments to Nancy Jacobson, Metro Design, at 
Nancy.L.Jacobson@state.mn.us or 651-234-7647).

Bicycle and Planning:
MnDOT would like to acknowledge that Three Rivers Park District has brought the 
diverging diamond interchange (DDI) at TH 101 and 141st Ave N to our attention and 
that we will be reviewing this location for current bicycle and pedestrian operations 
issues. MnDOT looks forward to working with Three Rivers on developing the necessary 
bicycle and pedestrian and design considerations to implement the Crow River Regional 
trail through this interchange in the future.

For questions on these comments, please contact Mackenzie Turner Bargen 
Mackenzie.TurnerBargen@state.mn.us 651-234-7879 in MnDOT’s Multimodal Planning 
section.
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If you have any questions concerning this review, please contact me at (651) 234-7793.

Sincerely,

Michael J. Corbett, PE
Principal Planner

Copy sent via E-Mail:
Brian Kelly – Water Resources
Buck Craig – Permits
Doug Nelson – Right-of-Way
Clare Lackey, Chad Erickson – Traffic
Nancy Jacobson – Design
April Crockett - West Area Manager
Mackenzie Turner Bargen – Multimodal Planning
Russ Owen, Metropolitan Council




