
   

 

Thank You Outgoing Staff and Hello New 
Staff 

Silverwood has been very lucky to have some amazing educators join us 
over the summer season.  We want to thank them for their work!  We also 
have a few new staff joining us permanently and for the winter season.  If 
you see any of these folks around the park, feel free to say, “Hello!” to 
them.   
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Silverwood Park’s Mission Is:  
Through quality experiences in nature 
and the arts, we foster lasting connec-
tions to the environment, each other 

and ourselves. 

Hello Silverwood Community!  
 
My name is Samantha Gonzalez 
Longley and I’m thrilled to be re-
joining the education team at Silver-
wood Park as an Educator this fall. I 
am an arts educator, administrator 
and artist specializing in ceramics. I 
was previously a Silverwood Educa-
tor from 2012 – 2019, as well as a 
Middle School Art Teacher at Avail 
Academy in Blaine, and my most 
recent post was as Education Man-
ager at Northern Clay Center where 
I coordinated and developed all on-
site adult and kids clay programing 
for artists and learners of levels. I 
am grateful to be reconnecting with 
my passion for art education and 
stewardship of the natural world at 
Silverwood Park!   
 
In my spare time, I enjoy spending 
as much time outside as possible 
hiking, foraging, gardening, and 
bird-watching and can often be 
found visiting local breweries with 
my husband, friends, and family; 
creating with clay in my studio and 
playing with different art mediums; 
or catching up on shows and pod-
casts with my two cats (and some-
times pet snake). I’m looking for-
ward to seeing you around the park!  

Sam and a rare, beautiful, red chanterelle 

patch she came across this summer 

Sam and her husband celebrating their ten-
year anniversary with a walk in the woods at 
Silverwood Park 

Hello! My name is Evelyn Staats 
and I am wrapping up my time here 
at Silverwood Park as a seasonal arts 
educator.  
 
My creative interests are varied and 
evolving, including 35mm photog-
raphy, music, and writing, although 
my current area of expertise and fo-
cus is ceramics. I taught a number of 
programs here at Silverwood, includ-
ing one day workshops and birthday 
parties, and kids wheel throwing 
camps, to name a few. I feel lucky 
that my summer was spent at such a 
special and beautiful park, and that I 
was able to meet and learn from all 
of the wonderful people here.  

Samantha Gonzalez 
Longley 

Evelyn Staats 

Hans Henrickson 
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Program Assistant Opportunities 
 
Make and Mingle Market 
Thursday, December 1 
5:00PM-8:00PM 
Event Assistants (2 Volunteers). Assist 
with art-making and fun holiday craft ideas.  
Best for those who enjoy working with adults 
in a laid back atmosphere.  
 
Make and Mingle: Glow 
Friday, December 16 
6:00PM-9:00PM 
 
Event Assistants (2-3 Volunteers). Assist 
with art-making or other roles during our sea-
sonal Make and Mingle Event.  Best for those 
who enjoy working with adults and a laid back 
atmosphere.  Must be 21+. 

 
Free Family Fun Day: Puppet Art  
Adventures 
Sundays, December 11, January 8, February 
12 
12:30PM-3PM 
 
Art Assistants (2-4 Volunteers).  Assist 
families and children with making art and 
learning about nature after a puppet show. 
Program runs from 1PM-3PM with a puppet 
show promptly at 1PM.  This program will take 
place primarily outdoors as the weather per-
mits and is best for folks who enjoy enthusias-
tically explaining instructions and are comfort-
able standing for most of the program.  
 

 Volunteer Opportunities 

Midwinter Melt 
Thursday, February 2 
6:00PM-8PM 
 
Art and Event Assistants (2-3 Volun-
teers). Embrace the fun of cold weather. Help 
families make art, participate in activities on a fro-
zen lake, and enjoy the mid-point between winter 
and spring.  Best for those who enjoy working with 
children and are comfortable being outdoors for 
long periods of time.  Some activities will be in-
doors. 
 
Free Play Snow Day 
Saturday, February 25 
12PM-3PM 
 
Art and Event Assistants (2-3 Volun-
teers). Come enjoy a free outdoor day at the park 
and help park goers participated in trying out kick-
sledding, drawing with mittens, and other outdoor 
winter activities.   
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Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Community Science Projects 
In addition to Silverwood’s events, we have 
community science and monitoring projects 
that begin in late fall and run through the win-
ter.  

 
Project Feeder Watch (November through 
April) is an existing community science pro-
ject that asks volunteers to collect information 
on the kinds of birds seen at a feeder for two 
consecutive days in a row each week.  If you 
participate in this project, we would also ask 
you to re-fill the bird seed at Silverwood’s 
feeders each time you participate.  Best for 
those who enjoy birds and birding, like to 
work independently or with a small group, and 
want to watch something other than Zoom 
meetings for a while.  For more information on 
what this project looks like, feel free to visit 
the Project Feeder Watch Website.   
 
Ice Monitoring on Silver Lake (November 
through April) is a project being initiated by 
Silverwood staff.  We are attempting to collect 
general data on the amount of ice on the lake 
at any given time throughout the cold months 
as well as when Ice In and when Ice Out oc-
cur.  We would ask participants to monitor 
thickness of ice and estimate percentage of ice 
cover on the lake throughout the winter 
months.   
 
Stories in the Snow (November through 
April) is a community science project from 
the Desert Research Institute (DRI) in Nevada.  
This project uses an app called Citizen Science 
Tahoe to photograph and classify different 
kinds of snowflakes based on their crystal 
structure.  This project requires a training ses-

sion and would ask that you come to Silver-
wood to collect data at least twice. 

 
Volunteer Docents  

 
Become an art and nature docent at Silver-
wood Park’s gallery.  We are searching for vol-
unteers to be present in the gallery during 
busy weekend times, primarily Saturdays and 
Sundays from 1PM-3PM.  Docents are meant 
to invite park guests to talk about and engage 
with the art in the gallery, relating it to the 
outdoors and environmental themes.  Becom-
ing a docent requires a group training with Sil-
verwood staff.  Then, docents work inde-
pendently, signing up for shifts in small groups 
or on their own.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To volunteer for any of 

these opportunities, please 

call or email Seth Eberle at 

seth.eberle@threeriverspark

s.org or 612-508-6217.  He 

will connect you with the 

staff person leading the pro-

gram or project.   
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Make It Corner 
This is a quick and simple idea of something to make for the upcoming season.   

By Christa Von Wald 


